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Pknsylvank rs or i*KNN!?YLV.\Mcrs? —In recent years, in fact 
since Torrey and his successors, the specific epithet prn.'iiflranicu.s' 
(a, v)ii) lias Ix'cn very ^jenerally spelled with two n’s in the first 
syllable. This, of eonr.se, is in accord with the pre.sent spellinj; of the 
name of the state, J’eiin.sylvania. Whenever, therefore, we pi hack 
to the orijjinal spelling): of the specific epithet derived from that of the 
state, protests come in, for we have .so lon^ been accustomed to tlu* 
lilxM'ties taken with orifjinal spellings by a great series of botanists 
that we are inclined to think the original spelling wrong aiul needing 
alteration. In 1017, in diseu.ssing Pohiyouuin pnisjilranicinn, I wrote: 
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The specific name j/nisi/li'anicuni was consistently so written by 
Linnaeus and by his contemporaries, but in most modern works it has 
bee'll made to agree with modern geographic usage and written 
'ju’Htisyh'dnirinn' apparently under the impression that an ortho¬ 
graphic error is thus being corrected. Maps of the bSth century gen¬ 
erally show the spelling Pniftiilrnnin so that it appears that Linnaeus, 
Lamarck and others who wrote the specific name with a singh* n in tin* 
first .syllable wi're not committing an orthographic error but were fol¬ 
lowing th(‘ authorized spelling of their <lay.” ( Kiiodok.a, xi.x. 70.) 
Incidentally, of course, Wilm.a.m Pk.\ or Pk.nn u.sed both spellings; 
IVpys, writing of him, u.sed the first. 

Since the protests continue to come in whenever one of the.se 
original spellings is taken up, it has seemed worth while to .see whetlu'r 
a “standardiz(‘d” spelling with the double n of recent usage is justi¬ 
fied. d'he spi'cies in th(‘ flora of eastern North America which now 
have or which have recently borne the offending naim* are as follows. 
If in a half-hour’s comjiilation I have overlookeil a name its omi.ssion 
will not .seriously change the conclusion. The original spelling alone 
is given. 

1. A( i;i{ 1*H.N'SYIA A.\1CC.M L. Sp. 1*1. lOoo (1753). 

2. A.n'kmo.nk I’K.NSYLVA.NicA L. Mailt. 247 (1771). 

.3. Avk.na (now Tn'i^rtinn) i>Ki\sylvamca L. 8|). 1*1. 70 (1753). 

4. (’auda.mi.vk I’K.vsYi.VAN'icA Mulil. cx WilUl. 8p. 1*1. iii. 4S2 (1801). 

5. (’ahk.x Pk.n'syia'a.mca Lam. Encyc. iii. 388 (1780). 

(i. l-'itAXiNcs I'lON.NSYi.VANirA Marsli. Arbu.st. 51 (1785). 

7. Myuica i>k.\syi,va.\I('a or pknsilva.mca Loisel. in Nouv. Duhamel, 
ii. 100, t. 55 (1802), the fir.st spelling validated bv C'hevalier, Mon. 

Myric. 182 (1001). 

8. Paiuktaiua pk.n'syia'ank'.v Muhl. ex Willd. 8p. PI. iv. 0.55 (1800). 

0. Poi.YOONlI.M I'KXSYLVAMCrM L. 8p. PI. 302 (17.53). 

10. PoTA.MooKToN i*K.vsYi.VA.\ici:s \Villd. ex Chain. <!(r 8chlecht. in 

Linnjiea, ii. 227 (1827). 
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11. IVl’K-NTlLLA I’EN.SYLVANK A L. Mailt, i. 7() (17(57). 

12. PiiuNUs Pen.sylvanica L. f. Siippl. 252 (17<S1). 

13. Panunculus Pensylvamcu.s L. f. SiippI. 272 (1781). 

14. Saxifraga I'E.N’SYLVAXicA L. Sp. PI. 399 (1753). 

15. Sii.E.NE PEXSYLVA.NiCA Miclix. FI. lior.-Aiii. i. 273 {18035. 

1(5. Vaccinium Pensilvamcim Lam. Encycl. i. 74 (17.83). 

Ill 15 out of the 1(5 eases (only Frd.vinu.s- pcnmiili'anica diverjiriiii;), 
it will lie noted, only a single .\ was used; in other words, a current 
spelling of the period was followi'd. Tho.se who appeal to luivc tin* 
spelling standardized would hardly change tin* specific ('pilhet upsnli- 
cmis simply because it is the ti'inporary or at least ri'ci'iit fashion to 
change the long familiar name I'psala to I ppsala. In two cases, 
Mjirica and J’acciuiiiiii, the spelling j/rn.silranlcd (or /////) was origin¬ 
ally used, but the.se cases need not cause trouble. Loiseleur-Deslong- 
cham{)s wavered between Myricd pnisyh'dnicd and J/. pensihndird. 
and Chevalier, in his monograph of the group, selected (and thus 
validated) the more usual spelling. As to the I'dccinidiii, T. Friisil- 

vdnlcvm Lam. (1783) is antedated by I’. Pnisijlcddlcd Mill. (17()8) 

and, under existing rules, antomatically goes into oblivion. l'h<‘ 
spelling pcusylvdnicus, as a maintained specific name, thus has right- 
of-way, except in the single case of Frdxbius pennsylrddied Marsh. 
Would those who want standardization wish to alti'r that?—M. L. 

Feh.xam). 


Pota.mo<;kt().\ IliiJ.ii IX Pkrk.shire Coixty, Massai iiuski ts.-- 
On July 30, 1939, 1 made a short (“xciirsion to a small pond at South 
Egremont, Ma.s.sachusetts, and found great masses of the liiu'ar-leaved 
Fotddioyelon Ilillii Morong growing in the slow streams which feed 
this most fascinating pool. .V.^^sociated with it were the common 
P. ddidn.s, Xdjd-s- Jle.rHis, and a sjx'cies of (J/nird. Both Potamogetons 
were fruiting heavily. This is the first Massaehusetts record for P. 
Hillii, but by rea.son of its occurrenci* in iK'ighboring Connecticut and 
New York, it was to be expected sooner or lat(‘r in Berkshire County. 
SpecinK'iis, no. 1()2('» in my personal herbarium, hav(‘ beiai sent to 
Grav Herbarium and are to be found in the herbarium at Iowa State* 
College*.— William .'\. Werer, Ie»wa State (\)Ile*ge, AnK*s, Iowa. 






